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PHOTOGRAPHY Makela Yepez
GRAPHIC DESIGN Christopher Komuro
SET CONSTRUCTION Efrain Corona
MASTER CARPENTER Bill Voorhess
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This production is dedicated to the loving memory of Carol Locatell
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The Set Designer in this theater is represented by United Scenic Artists 
Local 829 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.
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Ahmed Best
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Sayre Crabtree
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Willa Witkoski-Fields



Alana Dietze 
(Nora) With 
Echo: Gloria 
(Stage Raw 
Award, 
Comedy 
Ensemble), 
An Undivided 

Heart, Fugue, Everything Will Be 
Different (Ovation nomination 
for Leading Actress, Ensemble 
and Production). Other recent 
work: Charlotte Stay Close (EST/
LA, Ovation nomination for 
Ensemble) and the immersive 
projects The Shape of the Night 
(AOTW) and The Recital.

Julie Dretzin 
(Julie) has 
been working 
as an actor for 
35 years. She 
has worked 
on and off 
Broadway 

and has had recurring roles on 
Six Feet Under, Breaking Bad, 
Preacher and The Handmaids 
Tale among others. She has 
found much joy at the Echo 
where she has performed in 
several productions. Her greatest 
accomplishments are her 2 boys, 
Ben and Eli, and her marriage 
with a boy named Sam.

Nicole 
DuPort 
(Crystal) 
appeared 
as Lina in 
Molly Smith 
Metzler’s Cry 
It Out and 

as Gloria in Gloria by Branden 
Jacobs-Jenkins, both at The 
Echo. Other theater credits 
include The Shape of Things 
(Jenny), Midsummer Night’s 

Dream (Puck), Romeo & Juliet 
(Juliet), and Picnic (Millie). 
Nicole played musician Amy 
Grant in Lionsgate’s I Can Only 
Imagine. Other film credits 
include leading roles in Tooth & 
Nail with Michael Kelly and Rider 
Strong, and Southern Gothic 
with William Forsythe. Television 
credits include Grey’s Anatomy, 
The Last Tycoon, NCIS, Rizzoli 
& Isles and more. She studied 
at UC Berkeley and Circle in 
the Square. Improv training at 
Upright Citizens Brigade.

Joby Earle 
(Michael) 
Los Angeles 
Theatre: 
Indecent 
(CTG), These 
Paper Bullets 
(Geffen). 

Broadway: War Horse (Lincoln 
Center). Off Broadway: Familiar 
(Playwright’s Horizons), Julius 
Caesar, Romeo and Juliet (Smith 
Street Stage). Regional Theatre: 
Thousand Pines (Westport 
Country Playhouse), Native 
Son (Yale Rep), Owners (Yale 
Rep), The Tempest (A.R.T and 
South Coast Rep), and The 
Puppetmaster of Lodz (Berkshire 
Theatre Group). Television: The 
Blacklist, The Good Fight, and The 
Exorcist. He has an M.F.A from 
the Yale School of Drama.

Elissa 
Middleton 
(Ethel) While 
building 
a rooftop 
garden for 
friends in 
NYC, Elissa 

realized it was high time to 
move back home to LA. Since, 

she’s planted many fruit trees 
and berries, had the great good 
fortune to get to know the 
Echo’s inspiring productions. She 
couldn’t be more elated to be in 
this one!

Abby Rosebrock (Playwright) 
is a Brooklyn-based writer and 
actress from South Carolina. Her 
work has been commissioned, 
developed and produced 
throughout New York City and 
across the country. Full-length 
works include Wilma, Blue 
Ridge, Dido of Idaho, Singles in 
Agriculture, Monks Corner and 
Ruby the Freak in the Woods. 
Several of those titles will soon 
be available through Theatrical 
Rights Worldwide. Abby is a 
proud alum of writers groups at 
Clubbed Thumb, The Orchard 
Project and Ensemble Studio 
Theatre and is currently at work 
on a trilogy.

Alysha Grace Bermudez 
(Sound Designer) is a Los 
Angeles-based designer and 
Dialogue Editor. Their most 
recent theatrical sound design 
was on How It’s Gon’ Be at the 
Atwater Village Theatre. Their 
design and editorial projects 
have spanned diverse mediums, 
including EA’s The Sims 4. For 
more information, please visit 
alyshabermudez.com  
 
Ahmed Best (Fight 
Choreography) Director: 
Hooded or Being Black for 
Dummies, Ascension, (Echo 
Theater) The Tragedy, Yoga 
Play (Ammunition Theater) 
Ovation Award, LADCC Award, 
Stage Raw Award winner. Fight 
Choreography: Brain Problems 
(Ammunition Theater Company) 

Gloria, Dry Land, Backyard, 
Fugue, Blueberry Toast (Echo 
Theater Co.) Unbound (IAMA 
Theater Co.) Good Grief, Women 
Laughing Alone With Salad 
(CTG) Ahmed plays Jedi Master 
Kelleran Beq in The Mandalorian 
(Disney +) and Jar Jar Binks 
in the Star Wars Prequels 
(Lucasfilm ltd.) He’s a Professor 
at USC School of Dramatic Arts 
and Stanford’s Hasso Plattner 
Institute of Design.

Marie Bland (Producer) is a 
native Angeleno and writer. 
Since graduating from Stanford’s 
film and media program, Marie 
has worked as a freelance 
photographer, church security 
guard, rehearsal assistant, and 
produces theater, recently 
mounting Lines, in the Hollywood 
Fringe Festival. Keep an eye out 
for Lesbian Ditch Day, her first 
film, later this year! 
@blandwiches

Abigail Deser (Director) is a 
director, dramaturg, writer and 
teacher who often works with 
new plays. Her reconsideration of 
James Still’s And Then They Came 
For Me earned her the 2020 Los 
Angeles Ovation Award for Best 
Production in a Large Venue. She 
also directed the award-winning 
Thin Place last season and Adam 
Bock’s Thursday for the Echo. 
Abigail is a Producer for the 
highly-acclaimed classical music 
show From the Top which can 
be heard weekly on NPR. With 
gratitude to Mr. Fields and Co. 
And to Abby Rosebrock, whose 
story I am so deeply fortunate to 
be helping to tell.

Chris Fields (Producer) is 
founding Artistic Director of 
The Echo Theater Company. 
He also founded and was Artistic 
Director of the Ojai Playwrights 
Conference. Most recently, he
produced How It’s Gon’ Be, 
Crabs In A Bucket, A Thin Place 
and directed Jessica Goldberg’s 
LADCC award winning BABE, 
all for The Echo. He won a 
Stage Raw Award for Gloria, 
an LADCC Award for Firemen 
and the LA Weekly Award for A 
Family Thing. Thanks to all.

Dianne K . Graebner (Costume 
Design) has designed costumes 
(and won awards and nomina-
tions) for well over 100 
productions internationally and 
has originated the costumes 
for many world premieres. She 
teaches Costume Design at 
CSUF and is a member of United 
Scenic Artists Local-829. 
www.diannegraebner.com 

Jennifer Prichard (Make-Up 
Design) is a fourth-year theatre 
arts (B.A.) student studying 
at California State University 
Fullerton. She has designed hair 
and makeup for quite a few shows 
including Accidentally On Purpose 
(CSUF), Esperanza: A Musical 
of Hope (MSJC), and Good Kids 
(MSJC). She’s grateful for the 
opportunity to work on this show.

Amanda Knehans (Scenic Design) 
is a Los Angeles based designer 
for theater and film. Theater 
credits include Crabs in a Bucket, 
Poor Clare, and The Wolves (The 
Echo), A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream and As You Like It (Off 
Square Theatre), and Year of the 
Rooster and Welcome to the White 

Room (Theatre of Note). Film 
credits include Art Director on 
George and Tammy (Showtime), 
Barry Season 4 (HBO), The 
Santa Clauses (Disney), and 
Purple Hearts (Netflix).  Amanda 
is a member of the Art Directors 
Guild and USA 829. 

Lee (Xinyuan Li) (Lighting 
Design) is a LA-based Set and 
Lighting Designer. He obtained 
dual master’s degrees in Scenic 
and Lighting Design from 
UMass Amherst, and bachelor’s 
degree in Lighting Design from 
Shanghai Theatre Academy. Lee 
is currently a visiting assistant 
professor at Occidental College, 
and a member of George Tsypin 
Opera Factory and James F. 
Ingalls Lighting Studio.

Willa Witkoski-Fields (Assistant 
Director) is grateful to have 
the opportunity to work with 
an amazing group of artists to 
bring this story to life. She has 
appeared in plays such as Kiss 
by Guillermo Calderón, and The 
Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui. She 
would like to thank everyone 
involved for their hard work and 
dedication. 

Sayre Crabtree (Production 
Stage Manager) An attendee 
of both Emerson College and 
Chapman University, Sayre 
works in production for narrative 
film, commercials, and music 
videos as well as working in stage 
management and production. 
She is very excited to be on the 
Dido team! sayrecrabtree.com



The Echo would like to thank the following for their generosity:

SPECIAL THANKS
Tasha Ames
Chiara Atik
Ahmed Best
Carter Callahan
Sam Catlin
Cecily Gloucevitch
Eli Gardner
Mark Goldnberg
Lily Knight
Anna LaMadrid
The Lobenschlag Family
Zoe Lam
Marie MacKnight
Kendall McDermott
Jeanne Meyers
Maurice Meyers
Clark Middleton
Lina Patel
Lauren Smerkanich
Corbett Tuck
Lea Whannell
Blyth Baten Witt
Tim Wright

2024 BENEFIT 
AUCTION DONORS:
Jessica Sharzer
Noah Harpster
Stephen Adly Guirgis
Caron Post
Brian and Emily   
 Henderson
Corbett Tuck
David Hanna/
 Stanly Ranch
Marc Perman/LA Dodgers

BENEFIT ATTENDEES:
Robert Hard
Marsha Houston
Kathy Goodman
Faline England
David Mennter
David Gale
Christian Campbell Fenley
Monroe Cline
Harry Guest
Marcus Spiegel
Erica Rothschild
Bill Macomber
Larror
David Hanna
Azizan Royen
Arara LaHava
Ahmed Best
Joey Stromberg
Akil Anderson

Clare Barron
Sarah Jane Morris
Ben Kruger
Michael Ackerman
Elissa Middleton
Michah Fitzerman Blue
Ciba Rubenstein
Aurar Vandlerstein
Meggan Lennon
Shannon Hurst
Ian Hurst
Emily Alpren
Marian Aguilara
Caroline Hall
Brent G
Karla Mosley
John Dragonetti
Erin Short
Andrew Johnston
Jacob Skylite Jensen
Tim/Kathy Christenson
Alexa Zachary
Abigail Dreser
Jacquel Smith
Renni Auster
Jody Mamaan
Clarissa R.
Ellen Pittleman
Brian O’dhen
Julie Dretzin
Sam Catlin
Blythe Robe
Camille Solari
Hamid Drea
Trilby Glover
Ian Brennan
Riel Paloy
Jenny Soo
Vincent Dond
Cristina Belén Ranslem
Fernanda Ramos-Francia
Jonathan Ealey
Tx Tario
Tere Brent Bayse
Adam Moskowitz
Darin Anthony
Jennifer Brian
Aaron Brian
Adrea Teasdale
Rom Lotan
Peter and Electra Lang
Michele Yamamoto
Marc Perman
Emily Johnson
Annie Macomber
Mani Oyedepo
Lorena Russi
David Gallegher

Tanya Everett
Clinton Lowe
Zhixiang Wang
Nina Hosseinzadeh

2024 DONORS: 
David Singer
Jessica Goldberg
Randy Finch
Randy Finch
Lorena Gonzalez
Paul Eiding
Eve Gordon
Jean Pral
Jessica Goldberg
David Hanna
Lina Patel
Lori Singleton
Paul Eiding
Eve Gordon
Frank Finch III
Peter Binkow
Jessica Goldberg
Paul Eiding
Eve Gordon
Jim Ortlieb
Erin Patrice Moore
Lorena Gonzalez
Steve Radcliffe
Carolyn Slack
Michael Wilson
Jeff Wolman
Pam Starkey
Scott Mcarthur
Keya Khayatian
Mo KC Pritzer
Diana Mogollon
John Rosso
Paul Eiding
Eve Gordon
Peter Lang
Todd Gilman
Tasha Ames
Ryan Wilson
Julien Thuan
Ian Brennan
Ian Brennan
Jessica Goldberg
Paul Eiding
Jessica Goldberg
Paul Eiding
Eve Gordon

2023 DONORS:
Cyd Gold
Teresa Mackey
Shawna Casey
Carol Locatell

Caplin Foundation
Gary Tieche
Vicki Thompson
Hannah Coan
Eric Isken
Jessica Goldberg
Paul Eiding
Marie Vester
Katy Cantu
Amy Gerstler
Kelli Tuck
John Leslie
David Trainer
Susan Gosden
Bill and Annie Macomber
Couper Samuelson
Jessica Goldberg
Britton Rizzio
Britton Rizzio
Paul Eiding
Stanislav Kurgansky
Christopher Barga
Jessica Goldberg
Harriet Steele
Betsy Sansby
Kate Proto
Beverly Mitchell
Rex Dean
Jimmy Goldblum
Jeffrey Wolman
Leslie Graham
Elizabeth Swain
Peter Lang
David Gale
Douglas Morton
Julie Dretzin
Bruce Cormicle
Paul Eiding
Diane Cary
John LeGrand
Michelle Ashford
Allen Ruilova
Leigh Whannell
John Billingslea
Wendy Lou Nakao
Steven Warheit
Amanda Bird
Joseph Eastburn
Allison Thomas
Eric Rudnick
Alison Martin
Nate Johnson
Noah Harpster
Joel Dauten
Hillary Croll
Hsu Wei Chow
Marcy Woodhull Polhemus
Lorena Gonzalez

Jose Luis Cubria
S. Pearl Sharp
Joe Spano
Rhonda Tuck
Trilby Glover
Eva Abat
Elizabeth Cole
Deborah Chanen
Kelli Tuck
Lorelei Buda
Dawn Comer
Joy Gregory
Michele Shay
Caroline Goddard
Jessica Goldberg
Joan Raney
Eva Anderson
Jack Novak
David Miller
Alison Primavera
Leigh Whannell
Eva Anderson
Sabine Whannell
Tom Lavagnino
Michael Canas
Ryan Wilson
Drew Katzman
Eva Marie Abat
Jessica Goldberg
Brian Raine
Daniela Santini
Paul Eiding
Dave King
Mary Anne Hattemer
John Wolfson
Jessica Goldberg
Teddy Durgin
Teresa Mackey
Curt Strickland
Cynthia Sherman
Paul Eiding
Mike Teverbaugh
Andrew Miller
Jeff Paul
Olivia Goldschlager
Pauletta James
Paul Atreides
Stacee White
Angelina Kirsten
Meghan McEnery
Matthew Duran
Andrea Bottigliero
Seth Freeman
Elizabeth Jouvenat
Lawrence Thelen
Joe Spano
Dimitri Neos
Mark Whicker

Dayna Dunne
Sharon Freedman
Christina Pumariega
Kim Griffin
Vanessa Richter
Eric Hoff
Lawrence Laybourne
Erin Samueli
Jessica Goldberg
Cecily Dixon
Guillermo Cienfuegos
Iris Schneider
Andrea Salaiz
Elizabeth Quinn
John LeGrand
Helen Floersh
Paul Eiding
Lorelei Buda
Susan Walsh
Steve O’Connor
Phil Ward
Feodor Chin
Isabella Candelaria
Natalia Sanchez-Nigolian
Marlon Stoltzman
Chiara Atik
Andrew Schmedake
Mark Majarian
Molly Quinn
Andrew Schmedake
Ian Hewitt
Franklin Weinberg   
 Foundation c/o 
 Jeanne Meyers
David Morris
Eli Santana
Ligiah Villalobos Rojas
Alan Blumenfeld
Tom Beyer
Robin Groves
Elizabeth Jouvenat
Cheryl Rizzo
Noelle Averett
Bob Clendenin
Kate Leslie
Elyse Mirto
Richard Turner
Miguel Verduzco
Piper Rooney
Nina Concepcion
Scheherazade Saleh
Jane Hufnagel
Jessica Goldberg
Sofia Gruskin
Alan Blumenfeld
Sigute Miller
Pamela Conway
Xochitl Romero

Marc Stevens
Katrina Coulourides
Paul Eiding
Jessica Sharzer
Roza Kurciska
Geoffrey Williamson
Michael Dorn
Jennifer Whitman
Liz Appel
Lynn Kouf
Elena Levin
Kari Lizer
Edward Sullivan
Natasha Uriarte
Eugene Roddenberry
Kari Lizer
William Rempel
Chelsea Carpenito
Jason Nichol
Jessica Goldberg
Jane Terlesky
Sally Steffen
Tim Suhrstedt
Edward Sullivan
Helen Shang
Daniel Rosenblatt
Chiara Atik
Annette Alling
Alysha Menakaya
Paul Eiding
Ashley Romans
Richard Dean Anderson
Chiara Atik
David Gale
Jane Hufnagel
Steven Warheit 
 and Jean Christensen
Alexandria Boddie
Mark Altman
Carson Stout
Corbett Tuck
Fidelity Charitable 
Shirin Amini
Karen Chiella
Olatunde Osunsanmi
Arnold Best
Kestrin Pantera
Abigail Deser
Randy Finch
Jason Cabral
Zach Ring
Jill Knox Powell
Jessica Goldberg
Sigute Miller
Jan Munroe Gift Fund
Keianna Lee
John DeLuca
Paul Eiding

Network for Good
Martin Viduka
Jessica Goldberg
Philip Coffey
Tian Jun Gu
Lorena Gonzalez
Eli Raskin
Paul Eiding
Christopher Barga
David Singer
Vicki Thompson
Tim Payne
Robert Wilson
Dicky Murphy
Melinda McGraw
Nicole Hibner
Adalia Luo
Jill Swisher
Tony Rice II
Jay Lederman
David Singer
Gregory Prestopino
Matthew George
Diane Katz
Rhoda Pell
Jay Bevan
Robert Wilson
John Moschitta
Heidi Levitt
Corbett Tuck
Jay Lederman
David Hanna
Jessica Goldberg
Jamie Angell
Julie Casey
Myron Meisel
Natalie Ross
Michael Oppenheim
Noah Harpster
Carole Schlocker
Paul Eiding
Patti Goggans
John LeGrand
Paula Flamm
Shannon Clark
Lisa Davis
Guy Boyd
Eve Gordon
John Getz
Joel Swetow



ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Chris Fields
PRODUCING DIRECTOR
Kelly Beech
ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Ahmed Best 
ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Elana Luo
DIRECTOR OF NEW PROGRAMMING
Andrew Shafer
COMPANY MEMBERS 
Josh Adams, Chris Aguila, Jeff Alan-Lee, Boni Alvarez, Blake Berris, 
Ahmed Best, Troy Blendell, Renee-Marie Brewster, Juliet Caine, 
Campbell, Carey Cannata,Vincent Castellanos, Samantha Cavastani, 
Winnie Chen, Enrico Colantoni, Katherine Cronyn, Drew Dalzell, 
Samantha Dammeyer, Elliot Davis, Tony DeCarlo, Makeda Declet, 
Joy DeMichelle,Vincent Doud, Julie Dretzin, Nicole DuPort, Tonatiuh 
Elizarraraz, Randy Finch, David Phillip Fishman, Elena Flores, Sharae 
Foxie, Jeff Gardner, Adrian Gonzalez, Lorena Gonzalez, Ezekial 
Goodman, Stephan Guarino, Eric Neil Gutierrez, Daniel Hagen, 
Amy Harmon, Hutchi Hancock, Garrett Hanson, Robert Hart, Karl 
Herlinger, Marin Hinkle, Ben Holtzmuller, Maria Hoyas Ben Horowitz, 
Holleye Hudson, Justin Huen, Jordan Hull, Rhys Hyatt, Gloria Ines, 
Dylan Jones, Nona Johnson, Connor Kelly-Eiding, Amanda Knehans, 
Lily Knight, Jennifer LaFleur, Molly Leach, Michael Lyons, Sam 
Morellos, Anna LaMadrid, West Liang, Hamish Linklater, Carol Locatell, 
Charrell Mack, , Alaji Marie, Arman Marzvaan, Jeremy Maxwell, 
Hannah McDowell, Sigute Miller, Ann Noble, Landon Mirisciotti, 
Sarah Jane Morris, Ellen Neary, Natalya Nielsen, Hilary Oglesby, 
Bokula Ogunmola, Spencer Paez, Riel Paley, Deborah Puette, Kacie 
Rogers, James Leo Ryan, Christopher Shaw, Mandy Siegfried, Sara 
Silva, McKenna Slone, Marti Skoler, Tessa Slovis, Jenny Soo, Chelsea 
Spirito, Steven Strobel, Joe Stromberg, Michael Sturgis, Daniel Talbott, 
Cole Taylor, Clarissa Thibeaux, Rodney To, Corbett Tuck, James Tupper, 
Antonio Vaghi , Joseph Valdez, Makaela Vogel, Allen Lucky Weaver, 
Libby Woodbridge, Jacqueline Wright, Timothy Wright, Noelle Urbano, 
Zoe Walpole, Benjamin Wendel, Alexa Yeames, Donna Zadeh, Rachael 
Zambias, Caitlin Zambito, Caro Zeller, Rachel Zink, Marie Zolezzi
ASSOCIATE COMPANY MEMBERS 
Bradley Bazile, Nadia Borelli, Tyler Bremer, Carter Callahan, Meg 
Cashel, Manny Casimir, Elijah Cooper, Cecily Elliot, Ruby Farley, Eli 
Gardner, Gabe Legg, Zoe Lam, Andrew Luff, Zach Ring, Sean Rogers, 
Jessi Tinley, Nicholas Ware, Seth Weaver, Stan  Zhu
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chris Fields, Randy Finch, David Hanna, Noah Harpster, Marc Perman, 
Jessica Sharzer
ADVISORY BOARD 
Lindsay Allbaugh, Jenny Bicks,Sam Catlin,Tim Christenson, 
Shannon Clark, Charles S. Dutton, David Gale, Patti Giggans, Jessica 
Goldberg,David Guc, Zeljko Ivanek, Heidi Levitt, Joe Mantello, Luis 
Patiño, Tim Sanford, Russ Smith, Joe Spano,Daniel Talbott

echotheatercompany .com     @echotheater      Facebook .com/echotheater

Dedicated to nurturing writers 
and producing new work, the 
Echo, over its 27 years, has 
presented 99 Los Angeles 
premiere productions. Of these, 
81 were world premieres and of 
those, 52 were commissions. 
Most recently the company 
produced How It’s Gon’ Be by 
JuCoby Johnson, Bernardo 
Cubria’s Crabs In A Bucket, 
LADCC winner for best writing, 
The Thin Place by Lucas Hnath 
and Jessica Goldberg’s BABE 
which also won the LADDC for 
best writing, Alternate Endings, 
a festival of commissioned short 
plays, Hooded by Tearrance 
Arvelle Chisholm, Chiara Atik’s 
Poor Clare, which won 8 LADCC 
Awards, Erik Patterson’s Handjob 
and Sarah DeLappe’s The Wolves, 
which was named one of the 
“Best of ” by both the LA Times 
and KCRW. We were also given 
the Margaret Harford Award 
for Excellence in Theater by 
the LADCC. Anthony Brynes 
of KCRW said: “Echo theatre 
company is on a fierce journey. 
They are choosing plays that are 
consistently challenging and all 
have a deep conscience...If you 
wanted to pick one small theatre 
to add to your cultural roster — 
Echo is the consistent favorite.” 
While Charles McNulty wrote: 
“The Echo Theater Company 
[production]...confirmed just how 
indispensable 99-seat theaters 
still are to a healthy theater 
ecology.” 

The Echo gratefully acknowledges that 
our theater sits on land stewarded 

and cared for by the Kizh, Tongva-/
Gabrieleño, and Chumash tribes for 
generations. We honor and respect 
these nations, peoples, and their

enduring relationship to this land.


